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MISSOULA, Mont.--David Truong, a 23-year-old South Vietnamese native, told an audience at the University
of Montana recently (Nov. 20) that America

has gravely erred by taking on the Vietnam War

because of the culture gap between the United States and South Vietnam.
In his public address on America, the United States and Vietnam, Troung pointed out that
Americans should listen to the voices of the Vietnamese and learn of the problems of his
country.
Native South Vietnamese, he said,

"feel that the conflict should be a Vietnamese War

and that South Vietnam should have the right to self-determination."
He added, "The G.I.s never talk to the Vietnamese peasants except when they are
captured."
Said Truong, "The Western intrusion has eroded our set values and Vietnamese culture."
He said that Vietnamese institutions, such as the family and the village, both of which are
typically self-sufficient, have been crushed down by American intervention.
"The Western concept of freedom has nothing to do with the South Vietnam freedom con
cept? " which he described as "freedom from China and from the United States."

He said,

"Most Vietnamese want a government based on physical security, economic opportunity and
dignity."
Truong added that most South Vietnamese think that the U.S. has already lost the war but
that they are "caught into the game because of American aid."
"What the United States should do is withdraw its support from the present Saigon
regime," he said, because the "second regime is thwarting America's efforts toward peace in
Vietnam."
He said that the war-caused injuries to the Vietnamese children have resulted in the
destruction of the potential of Vietnam as a nation for the next 20 years.
For the last two years Truong has been working to secure the release of his father,
Truong Dinh Dzu, imprisoned after the elder Truong's campaign as a peace candidate in the
1967 Vietnam presidential elections. The elder Truong had advocated an end to the bombing
and direct negotiations with the communist-oriented National Liberation Front.

